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old tradition is in the blood of some families, and the
slaves are by no means always taken forcibly, but are
sometimes derelicts and nondescripts who are prepared
to sell themselves.
Haile Selassie understood the weaknesses of his
country and his people far better than any of his critics.
He was a reformer who knew only too well the poor
tools with which he would have to work, the strength
of the Church and the old feudal system, the possibility
that at any moment a disgruntled Ras might try to
overthrow the government. He began to build up his
new state along three main lines. On the whole he
tended to leave the old chiefs alone. They could not
be educated, could not be overthrown, and it was
useless to alienate them, as Amatxullah had alienated
his Afghan feudatories, by interfering with their
habits.
Haile Selassie was more interested in the younger
generation* Some of the cleverer men he sent abroad
to study, others were being brought up in his own
colleges or in the mission schools. He wanted such
Western ideas as were suited to Ethiopia to percolate
down from this group of intelligent men in the civil
and educational services* At the same time he developed
a standing army of about 40,000 men, trained on
European lines by Swedish and Belgian officers. By
this he hoped to end the worst features of the feudal
system. The new * Imperial Guard* was intended to
make the central government far more powerful than
the most important Ras. Its existence would avoid
calling up the feudal levies except for an external war,
and its higher ranks would provide a suitable and -
dignified calling for the more enterprising and virile of
the chiefs* sons, Those who have worked in India will

